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Were Tryed atthe Hings-Beneh-By " At Wellmmin 
LD on Thurſday the 2d of Juh 1696. © 
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f wp thn 'B, Y end and'Sif William Pekin 


OR a Miniſter of the Church of England to 
; give Abſolutian' to: a dying Penitenr, /if he 
| 2: humbly. andteattily -<defireit;/ 15/4 lawfnl 
UL ho ——AG;as appears. by:tbe Rubrick inthe: Qffice 
oe t "thi Viſitation of the Sick ; - which is- not only: coi» 
he nd hk but a part of the At of Uniformuty. 

ET A IL. There 
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IT. There being no partigular Orhce appointed in the | 


Liturgy for Perſons to be Executed ( whoſe Souls are ay | 


precious, and as much to be taken care of, as the Soul; 
- of thoſe who dye ia their Beds ) that for the Viſitation of 
the Sick, which by parity of Reaſon is farely applicabl: 
to the caſe of Perſons to be Executed, who are to be con: 
ſider'd as dying Men muſt be uſed, or none at all in their 
Caſe; unleſs the Miniſters officiating are left to the libert 

of Extemporary Effuſions, which rather become a Calyj- 
niſtical Elder, than a Presbyter of the Church of Exgland. 
And: why is 1t not as juſtifiable to uſe the Office for the 
Viſitation of the Sick in the Cale of Perfons. to be Exe. 
'cuted, as to uſe the Prayer in that Office Publickly in 
Churches in behalf of. the: Sick, which are appointed 


by the Rubrick to be uſed -in the ſick Perſons Cham- 


ber; for which only neceſſity, 'and a deteQ in the Li. 
turgy 1s pleaded.? 


IF. The Circumſtances: of time and place and Ceremg- 
'ny-being entirely left by the Rubrick' f where there is nei- 
ther Command nor Prohibition concerning them ). to the 


diſcretion and choice of the Miniſters Aþbſolving, and the 
Penitent to be Abſolved ; how could it be Criminal in the | 
Abſolvers of Sir F. F.. and Sir W. P. to give them Abſo- | 


tution with Impoſition-of Hands at the place of Execution, 
which they delir'd as a comfortable Support under the 
Terrors of Death, as a Y;aticamin their Paſſage ta Ecer- 

nity ? 


of the Spiritual ſtate of his Penitent, wherher he.be due- 


ly qualified,. or not, to receive Abſolution.——7:4, Ru- 


brick, «t ſupra. 
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IV. ”Fis entirely left to the: Abfolving Minifter to judge | 


mr 
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(3) 
V. The Miniſter Abſfolving is: to reſt Satisfied with an 
Account of the general Repentance of the Perfon to be 
Abſolved, who 15 not obliged to make a particular and 
ſpecial Confeſhon 'of his Sins to the Abſolver, unleſs he 
feel his Conſcience troubled with any weighty matter; 
as appears by the Rubrick, «tz ſupra. To affirm the 
contrary, is to plead for Auricular Confefſhon,as ?tis taught 
and practiſed in the Church of Rome. 6 + 


- VI. If the Perfon to be Abſolved makes a fpecial volun- 


, tary Confeffion of his Sins, the Abſolver is bound'by the 


Canon to conceal it, ' and keep ita Secret from all the 
World. Yid. 113. Cax. It it be Objetted that in caſe 
of a Treaſonable Conſpiracy which the Penitent confeſſes, 
the Abſolver is not bound toconcealit, it maYbe/anfwer'd, 
that inthe Caſe of Sir F. F. and Sir W. P. there was no 


treaſonable Conſpiracy fopretended orlaid to their charge, - 


but what was diſcovered and made. publick, -and- which 
they were Convitted of. . | ; BN 


VII. Suppofe; that after the Death of tle Abſ6lvetd Peni- 


tznt, who dies in his Bed by the Viſitation of God, a Pas 


per ſhould be publiſhed under his own Hand (which the 


 Abſolver knew nothing of) 'whereby it appears that he 


was Guilty of Hereſy in the Church, and 'Ireafon in the 


'State, and that he juſtified-both. the one and the other:: 


Shall this affe& the Abſolver; ant make him. a Criminal: 
in giving Abſolvtion ? If not, then, with Submifſion,nei- 
ther could the Paper left by Sir F. F. and Sir W. P. wich. - 
the Sheri, anda ardspublithed; whielrthe Abfotvers 


were altogether Strangers to, any ways affect the ſaid: 


Abſolvers, or render them Criminals in giving-them Ab- 
folution.. 7 
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